Acid Tyrode's solution can stimulate parthenogenetic activation of human and mouse oocytes.
Fresh and aged (24 hours after ovulation) human oocytes and recently ovulated mouse oocytes may be activated by exposure to acidified Tyrode's solution. No activation of either type of human oocyte was observed after exposure to hyaluronidase or pronase, but significant numbers of fresh mouse oocytes were activated after exposure to pronase but not to chymotrypsin. The implications of these results for the manipulation of human and mouse eggs in vitro are discussed.